MENTOR MICHIGAN DIRECTORY

MISSAUKEE COUNTY

This listing for Missaukee County is organized first by programs that serve the
entire county, and second by programs serving a specific city within this county.
The cities are listed alphabetically.

COUNTY-WIDE

Big Brothers Big Sisters Northwestern Michigan
Shauna Fite

110 Maple Street

Manistee, M1 49660

Phone: (800) 968-BIGS (968-2447)

Fax: (231) 398-3302

Email: sfite@bbbsnwmi.org
www.bigsupnorth.com

Program _Description:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Michigan works with caring individuals, service
groups, businesses, and faith-based organizations to provide volunteer mentors to at-risk
children. The youth come from predominantly single parent, low income households and are
elementary, middle, and high school students. The programs include one-on-one and peer
mentoring. All parties are carefully screened, trained, and monitored by professional case
managers to ensure the best match and outcome possible. The community-based program
operates in ten counties and the school-based program in 17 schools. Outcomes are
regularly measured and the vast majority of children improve in academics, self
confidence, behavior, and peer and adult relationships. The average length of a match is
over two years. Volunteer mentors are expected to make a six month commitment, which
involves four to six hours per month during day, evening, or weekend hours.



mailto:sfite@bbbsnwmi.org
http://www.bigsupnorth.com/

CouNTY-WIDE CONTINUED

ExperienceSeniorPower.com

Tony Fama

Maria Madeline Project, Inc.

24630 Scotia Boulevard

Oak Park, Michigan 48237

Phone: (248) 398-6438

Fax: (248) 692-0391

Email: tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com

Program_Description:

Through ExperienceSeniorPower.com, children and senior citizens learn computer and job
skills together. Children receive an adult role model through these “adoptive grandparent”
relationships and seniors have the opportunity to contribute their life experience and
knowledge. This program includes one-on-one, group, team, and e-mentoring activities.
Senior volunteers are expected to make a one year commitment during morning, afternoon,
or weekend hours.

Michigan Youth Leadership Forum
William Milzarski

320 North Washington Square, Suite 250
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Phone: (877) 499-6232

Fax: (877)499-6232

Email: Milzarskiw@Michigan.gov
www.MYLF.org

Program Description.

The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum involves 35 high school students that have
disabilities. The students are integrated with other students and adults with disabilities
to learn leadership, social skills, and citizenship. The program involves one-on-one, team,
and peer mentoring and takes place during one week during the summer. The program is
managed by the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns. Volunteers are expected to
commit to one full week in the summer and follow up activities.



mailto:tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com
mailto:MilzarskiW@Michigan.gov
http://www.mylf.org/

CouNTY-WIDE CONTINUED

Volunteer Centers of Michigan
Judy Tymowicz

1048 Pierpont, Suite 3

Lansing, Michigan 48911

Phone: (517) 492-2430

Fax: (517) 492-2444

Email: tymowicz@mivolunteers.org

Program Description.

Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations
throughout their service area. They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—
they do not limit their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.
Michigan’s Volunteer Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where
they can volunteer. Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening
organizations and individuals to find solutions to complex community issues. They live their
belief that people enrich their own lives and strengthen their communities through
volunteer service.

MENTORING COLLABORATIVE

Mentoring Collaboratives are community-wide recources for mentoring programs, people looking
to become mentors, and youth who want a mentor or need access to mentoring services. A
Collaborative serves as a coordinating body for mentoring activities in their service area, which
could be city-wide, county-wide, or regional in focus. They provide awareness and education
around mentoring issues and work to ensure that all age groups are represented and provided
with mentoring services. Collaboratives are made up of the mentoring programs in their
service area, and they meet regularly to share best practices, learn about new trends in the
field, partner on projects, and learn from one another.

Wexford/Missaukee Mentoring Coalition

Bedonna Davis

Wexford/Missaukee Counties Family Independence Agency
P.O. Box 309

Cadillac, Michigan 49601

Phone: (231) 779-4559

Fax: (231) 779-4575

Email: davisb2@michigan.gov



mailto:tymowicz@mivolunteers.org
mailto:davisb2@michigan.gov

CouNTY-WIDE CONTINUED

MENTOR MICHIGAN VISTA

The Mentor Michigan VISTA program supports Mentor Michigan's goal of recruiting
10,000 new mentors for Michigan youth. Through this program, 25 individuals will be
serving full-time throughout Michigan to support the development of youth mentoring
programs by:

¢ Identifying and securing resources to support the development and sustainability of
mentoring programs.

e Recruiting mentors and connecting them with effective programs serving youth.

e Developing partnerships with business, faith-based and nonprofit organizations,
education institutions, and government.

e Increasing public awareness about mentoring and the positive outcomes associated
with it.

e Proving training and support for mentoring programs.

The Mentor Michigan VISTA program is managed by the Connect Michigan Alliance.

Wexford/Missaukee County Family Independence Agency
Dee Williams

401 N. Lake Street

Cadillac, Michigan 49601

Phone: (231) 779-9480

Email: willil77@msu.edu



mailto:willi177@msu.edu
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